Brian M. Salerno

Brian Salerno is the Senior Vice President for Maritime Policy at CLIA. In this capacity, he
works in conjunction with member companies to develop industry positions on a wide variety of
safety, health, environmental and security matters affecting cruise ship operations around the
world. He oversees a team of experts who interact with government agencies, standards setting
organizations and international bodies for the purpose of shaping the regulatory landscape ina
way that enables uninterrupted cruise operations.

Brian served 36 years in the U.S. Coast Guard, retiring in 2012 at the rank of Vice Admiral.
During his career, he worked in a variety of Coast Guard operational missions, with a particular
focus on maritime safety. He commanded field units in San Juan, Puerto Rico and in Boston
MA, serving concurrently as Captain of the Port, Officer in Charge Marine Inspection, Federal
On-Scene Coordinator for environmental responses, and after the 9/11 attacks, as Federal Mari-
time Security Coordinator. Overseas assignments included a tour as the Maritime Safety Advi-
sor to the Panama Canal Authority. As a Flag Officer, he was responsible for establishing pro-
gram policy for all prevention and response missions. He also led the U.S. delegation to the In-
ternational Maritime Organization’s Maritime Safety Committee. His most senior position was
that of Deputy Commandant for Operations, which he held from 2010 to 2012.

Immediately upon retirement, Brian began working as a marine consultant. He served as the
U.S. Liaison for BIMCO - an international ship owner’s association headquartered in Copenha-
gen. He also served on the Panama Canal Navigation Safety Advisory Board.

In 2013, he was appointed by the Secretary of the Interior to lead the recently established Bureau
of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE), which was focused on offshore oil explora-
tion and production. While in this position, he strengthened Government oversight procedures
based upon lessons learned from the DEEPWATER HORIZON oil spill. He stepped down in
January 2017.

Following his term at BSEE, Brian resumed work as an independent marine consultant. He also
serves as Vice President of the U.S. Friends of World Maritime University, and as a Board mem-
ber for the North American Marine Environment Protection Association (NAMEPA). He joined
CLIA in December 2017.



